
The 2016 Quinte International Air Show (QIAS) was 

a great success for both the Base and the Museum!   

Starting with the Friday night Base Commanders’ 

Reception and fi nishing Sunday with the thunder of 

the USAF F-22 Raptor, 8 Wing Trenton was defi nitely 

the place to be!!

Upcoming
Museum Events

September 24 2016 
Ad Astra Ceremony

October 21 2016 
Foundation “Out of this World - 
Astronaut Portrait Gala”

November 13 2016 
“Tribute to the Brave” Concert
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FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Chris Colton
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and of course our very busy Christmas season attest to this 

demand. None of us ever expected that we would become the 

event venue of choice in the Quinte region. Th e result is of course 

a wonderful opportunity to show off  this amazing facility to the 

public who might never think to drop in. When exit surveys 

have been taken, a large number of our visitors attend in large 

part due to word of mouth.  Yes, we do advertise and run ads all 

along the 401, but it seems that our reputation is mostly spread 

by visitors talking about their positive museum experience. 

Our fi nal footprint is not a mirror image of where we started 

in 2002. Indeed the original idea of having a library was out voted 

in favour of an expanded education program and conference 

centre. Our vast collection of books was transferred to the Air 

Warfare Centre on the Base, where the public may access them 

at any time. In addition, the initial placement of the theatre in 

the east end has changed. Th at area is now fully involved as our 

archive and reference centre. A brand new theatre location is 

in the plans and you will hear more about that in later issues. 

What impresses me is that throughout the continuous change 

that has occurred during these construction phases, we have 

been able to function at all times and be open to our visiting 

public. I have heard on numerous occasions that we have many 

returning visitors who come back just to fi nd out what has been 

added. A museum should never remain static. Th e opening 

of new and exciting displays is our way of ensuring a bright 

future for this wonderful and highly regarded facility. Th is 

year, with the celebration of the 75th anniversary of the British 

Commonwealth Air Training Plan (BCATP) and the Quinte 

International Air Show, 25 and 26 June, a new BCATP themed 

display was offi  cially opened in June. Drop in, enjoy our vast 

displays and on your way out let us know how we are doing. 

Your experience and remarks are very important—so write a 

few comments in the visitor book at the front door. Th anks to 

all for your continuing support.

It is a pleasure yet again to provide all of 

our friends the Summer 2016 newsletter. 

As of a few weeks ago with the completion

of the Gift  Shop upgrades along with a 

new staff  and volunteer lunch room, we 

have moved one step closer to our fi nal 

phase, the theatre. Once completed, 

hopefully by the spring of 2018, our long 

yet very productive expansion project 

can fi nally be declared complete. 

Many of you will recall the fi rst 

shovel in the ground ceremony in 

2002 which offi  cially started our expansion. Th e necessity for 

this plan was due in most part to the Halifax acquisition and 

the requirement to display it indoors. Accordingly the building 

shell was completed in October of 2005 with the grand unveiling 

ceremony of NA 337 that November. Th e 2,000 people in 

attendance that day didn’t care about the fact that they were 

seated on indoor/outdoor carpeting covering a dirt fl oor, or 

that the windows were still missing in some areas. Rather the 

celebration of the newly restored Halifax was the centre of 

their attention. Th at initial construction phase was followed by 

the pouring of the fl oors in the Main Exhibit Hall as well as the 

mezzanine in 2008, the completion of the main washrooms in 

2010, the fi nishing of the interior area including the conference 

room in 2013, and just recently the new Gift  Shop and staff /

volunteer lunch room. Hard to believe that it has been 13 years 

and over $7.5 M to get to where we are today.  

One of the off shoots of this expansion was the unexpected 

demand by the public to use the facility for a wide variety of 

events. Weddings, receptions, mess dinners, company parties 
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Kevin Windsor

Behind Closed doors….
I wanted to take the time to tell our readers about the incredible 

changes that have happened in the Museum in the last year 

and a half because they are changes that only a few of us get to 

see, but have been monumental in scope. 

Th e collection of the Museum had, for a number of years, 

been stored off site. Th e Museum building simply did not have 

the room to store the artefacts onsite and the collection was 

growing in such a fast state that storage was becoming more 

of an issue. Th e staff  began looking at a solution to the problem 

when in December 2014, the building where the bulk of our 

three dimensional artefacts were housed was sold. Now the 

plan had always been to bring them back to the NAFMC one 

day, but this sped that thought process up by 18-24 months. So 

the staff  set about to pack the nearly 10,000 artefacts that were 

stored there and to bring them back to the Museum. While that 

was happening, the theatre committee met with consultants to 

get an idea of how best to set up the theatre in the back of the 

Museum. Th e consultants and the Th eatre Committee quickly 

realized that the area set aside for a theatre would not meet the 

height requirements for a theatre and asked the board to suggest 

a “large empty space”. Th e area that fi t the bill for that was part 

of the proposed collection storage space. Th e Curatorial staff  did 

an estimate of how much space would be gained by trading the 

“theatre space” for collection space and fi gured we would come 

out ahead with roughly 60 square feet more. So, as a result, 

the theatre is set to go into the old “Curling Rink” and the old 

“theatre” has now been turned into the archives.

We have planned for a 25 year growth into the collection 

storage, built shelves, unpacked, re-shelved, moved, re-shelved, 

almost every artefact in the collection. However, we are close 

to completion! In the end, artefacts will be housed under one 

roof. All paper and photos and like objects will be stored in 

the archives, all large 3D artefacts will be stored in the main 

collection storage room. Th e old collection rooms will become 

a room to build exhibits and a room to quarantine and clean 

artefacts for display. It has been a great undertaking, and I 

would like to thank the Curatorial staff  and volunteers for 

the tremendous hours of work, and to particularly single out 

Laura, for all of the hard work and sweat she has poured into 

this. It has greatly increased our storage capacity and made our 

artefacts happy.

Hats Off Laura!! For the amazing job she’s done in 
organizing and building our new back storage facilities.
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Gift shop renovations are complete!! 
Do you remember when it looked like this (but with 

a counter)? It was in this location for many, many years.  

Th en the renovations started so we moved all our items out 

into the foyer.  A lot of visitors mentioned how great the gift  shop 

looked out there.

Well, we have now moved the gift  shop into its new location. 

With the new location, comes a new name. Th e Sky Boutique is 

now open for business and features a wide variety of new air force 

and aircraft  products.

NEW GIFT SHOP
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NEW ACQUISITIONS
Th e National Air Force Museum of Canada has received many new artefact donations for its collection in the last year. Highlighted 

here are just some of the pieces the Museum has received since Spring of 2015.

Aircraft Brooch
In October of 2015 we received a truly one of a kind brooch. 

Th is brooch, pictured below, is made from the plexiglass of 

Handley Page Halifax MZ 829. Ms. Anne-Marie Howard 

acquired this brooch at the age of 12, when a local man was 

selling jewellery from parts of Halifax MZ 829 as a means to 

sustain his family. 

On November 2, 1944 Halifax MZ 829 of #77 Squadron 

(RAF) was shot down over Jalhay, Belgium. Halifax MZ 829 

had a crew that consisted of six Canadians and one Scottish 

airman. A monument called “Tigelot” near the Gileppe dam at 

Jalhay, Belgium has been erected in honour of that fl ight and 

its crew. Every year, a memorial service is held in the village of 

Jalhay in the memory of the crew of Halifax MZ 829. During 

the 2014 ceremony, Ms. Anne-Marie Howard approached 

two of the Canadian Forces representatives to give them this 

brooch, as one of her last wishes was for a piece of the aircraft  

to be brought to Canada.

2015.77.1 – Brooch made from plexiglas of Halifax MZ 829.

Aircraft Skin
In 2015 the Museum was also pleased to receive a donation of a 

piece of aircraft  skin. Th is piece of painted linen was originally 

part of an unidentifi ed German aircraft  from the First World 

War. In 1920 Fred Bellinger found the aircraft  and removed this 

section, which clearly shows the Balkenkreuz insignia, a black 

Greek cross, adopted by the German Air Force in April 1918.

Th e Bellingers retained this aircraft  skin in their family for 95 

years, before they graciously donated it to the National Air Force 

Museum of Canada. Th e skin is in remarkably good condition, 

and is a great example of First World War aviation history.

Left:  2015.88.1 – First World War German aircraft skin.
(below an example of possible placement)
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Ray Tracy Cartoon Collection
In February of 2016 the Museum received a donation from 

National Defence Headquarters in Ottawa. Th is donation 

included 74 original cartoons, drawn by Ray Tracy. Tracy was 

a noted cartoonist, and many of his cartoons were featured in 

the Roundel magazine from 1948-1958. 

Ray Tracy joined the RCAF in 1940 as an aero-engine 

mechanic, but by 1945 had transferred to become a graphic 

artist. As an artist Tracy created comics and cartoons that 

captured funny and memorable moments in the RCAF. Sadly, 

Tracy died at the age of 37 on May 12, 1958. A collection of 

Tracy’s cartoons were given to his friend Bruce Beatty, whose 

widow subsequently donated these cartoons to the RCAF. Aft er 

holding these cartoons for many years, the RCAF decided they 

should be held within a museum, and as such transferred them 

to the National Air Force Museum of Canada.

COLLECTION MANAGEMENT

2016.16.4 – Cartoon by Ray Tracy

2016.16.60 – RCAF Flyers cartoon by Ray Tracy, with signatures 
of the 1948 Canadian Olympic Hockey Team2016.16.72 – The Dimmer View by Ray Tracy, November 1949.
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Art Collection
Th e Museum’s art collection has continued to grow over the last 

several years with additions of some beautiful and historic works. 

2015.46.1 1 a-g – W/C McVeigh’s Medal Set

2015.46.8 – F/O C.N. McVeigh by Frank E. Beresford

F/O C.N. McVeigh
In June of 2015 the Museum received a donation from the 

estate of Carol Anne McVeigh which included a Second World 

War era portrait. Th is portrait, featuring F/O Charles Norman 

‘Mac’ McVeigh was painted by Frank E. Beresford. Beresford, 

born in Derby, England in 1881 studied art at the Derby 

School of Art, St. John’s Wood Art School, and at the Royal 

Academy Schools. During the Second World War, Beresford 

was a war artist for both the United States Army Air Force and 

the Royal Air Force. He painted images of  aircraft , landscapes, 

and portraits. 

Beresford fi rst used F/O McVeigh as a fi ll-in for a painting

he was working on of King George VI, and subsequently painted 

McVeigh’s portrait as well. Following the war, McVeigh contacted 

Beresford to inquire about the painting, and Beresford agreed 

to sell it to him for 35 pounds.

F/O McVeigh joined the RAF in 1937, with #12 Squadron 

he fl ew Ansons and Fairie Battles, then converted to Wellingtons 

when he received his F/O rank. On D-Day, he fl ew Dakotas 

with #44 Squadron, dropping paratroopers and supplies. In 

1944 the Canadian Government asked the RAF to release two 

senior Canadian offi  cers to form RCAF Dakota Squadron. 

McVeigh was chosen to form 437 Squadron, and was promoted 

to the rank of Squadron Leader. McVeigh was promoted to the 

rank of Wing Commander in 1945 and appointed to 435 Sqn. 

From 1947-48 he took part in VIP fl ying. 

Included with this donation was W/C McVeigh’s medal set, 

which includes an Air Force Cross, 1939-45 Star, Air Crew 

Europe Star with France and Germany bar, Defence Medal, 

Canadian Volunteer Service Medal with bar, 1939-45 War 

Medal with MID oak leaf, and Canadian Forces Decoration 

with bar.

2015.46.1 1 a-g 
W/C McVeigh’s Logbook
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Noble Ladies
In February 2016 the Museum received as a donation 

a painting titled “Noble Ladies”. Th is oil on canvas 

painting by local artist Natalie Bohnen-Twiddy 

depicts red poppies with a background of greenery. 

Bohnen-Twiddy created this piece in memory of 

Milton Meyer Blumbergh, William H. McGilveen, 

and Richard W. Twiddy. 

A resident of Brighton, Ontario, Bohnen-Twiddy 

is a retired educator who creates large, colourful 

pieces, oft en depicting fl owers, landscapes, and city 

scenes. “Noble Ladies” is currently on display in the 

Memorial Corner of the Museum.

Right: “Noble Ladies” – Artist Natalie Bohnen-Twiddy 
presents “Noble Ladies” to Steve Bolton, representing the 
Board of Directors, and Kevin Windsor, Curator.

Collections Management
In the last edition of the Logbook, Museum Intern 

Deanna Way described the preparation work that was 

going into creating the new artefact storage areas in 

the Museum. Due to her excellent preparation work, 

the project has been able to continue moving forward 

and a lot of progress has been made.

Art Storage
As the art collection at the National Air Force Museum 

of Canada has continued to grow, it was decided that the 

Museum needed to improve and expand its storage for 

framed art. Th anks to funding from CFB Trenton, the 

Museum was able to move forward with this project. 

March of 2016 saw the installation of high density 

mobile art storage racks in the Museum’s new archives. 

Th is system will greatly increase the amount of space 

available for framed art, while also ensuring that each 

piece is being stored in the best method possible. 

In a space only 13 feet long by 8 feet wide, the 

Museum will be able to hang at least 100 pieces of 

art, with room for future expansion. Th e system is 

designed so that the individual panels travel along a 

track in the fl oor. Th e panels can be moved to allow 

access to one panel at a time, therefore maximizing 

the amount of space available.

Above Left: Tracks installed in 
the Archives.

Above Right:  Completion of 
the new Art Rack system.

Left:  Art can now be safety 
stored and easily accessed.
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Artefact Storage
Th e Museum’s new artefact storage has grown by leaps and 

bounds in the last year! During the summer of 2015 we were 

able to fi nish building all the shelving in the new storage area, 

move all the artefacts from the old room to the new, and un-

pack all of the artefacts that had been transported back to the 

Museum from Off -Site Storage. It was a lot of work, but thanks 

to our many wonderful volunteers and summer students the 

project went smoothly and remained on schedule.

Over the winter the collection area was refi ned and organized. 

All of the artefacts have been thematically organized on the 

shelves and the shelves properly labeled. Due to the earlier 

planning that was completed, we were able to ensure that each 

thematic area of artefact storage has empty spaces available. 

Th is should allow the collection at least 20 years of growth. 

Many of the artefacts were also placed in boxes, or had custom 

storage mounts created, in order to ensure that each artefact is 

being stored in the best manner possible.

Moving forward, the Museum has been conducting a large 

inventory project through the summer. In the past year, every 

artefact (and there are approximately 50,000 artefacts) has 

changed locations. Now that all of these artefacts are unpacked 

and properly organized on the shelves, we can begin to record 

their locations and update our artefact database with their new 

locations. Th is will enable us to fi nd items within the collection 

faster and more accurately.
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In September 2015, the Museum’s Hurricane and Spitfi re 
were displayed on Parliament Hill in Ottawa, as part of the 
75th Anniversary of the Battle of Britain commemoration.

Over 800 people attended  a 
Remembrance Week concert 
featuring the 8 Wing Band, 
8 Wing Pipes and Drums, 
and the Quinte Symphony.

February 24th the NAFMC was host 
to the offi cial launch of the 2016 
Quinte International Air Show, 
commemorating the British 
Commonwealth Air Training Plan. 
Local RCAF veterans of the Second 
World War were guests of honour.

In March, 400 Squadron donated 
a poppy sculpture to adorn their 
monument in the airpark.

One of many information 
town halls held at the 
NAFMC, “Wealthy Barber” 
David Chilton speaks to a 
sold-out crowd.
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Over the winter months, the Museum Kiowa was repainted in it’s original training colours. After a whirl-
wind tour of several Canadian Forces Wings and a feature display at the 2016 QIAS, the aircraft was 
moved back into the airpark in July. 

The newest addition to the Museum collection is 
Challenger 601. This VIP transport aircraft has carried, 
royalty, dignitaries, heads of state and even the Pope!

436 Squadron once again 
generously donated their 
time and labour to our 
annual aircraft wash in May.

The NAFMC hosts over 50,000 
visitors a year from all over the 
world...and this summer, from a 
galaxy far, far away as well!!
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EDUCATION

Creating A Public Program Around the British 
Commonwealth Air Training Plan or “How Family 
Day at the Museum Becomes a Fun Learning 
Opportunity For Visitors Of All Ages” .
Th e idea of creating a holiday in February started in Alberta back in 1990 

and was over time adopted by other provinces as well. In Ontario, Family 

Day was fi rst celebrated in 2008 and declared a provincial statutory holiday. 

As a result, most Ontarians actually get a day off  with schools and most 

stores being closed. With shopping not an option, many families are looking 

for alternative ways of spending at least part of the day together outside of 

their homes.

Th e NAFMC staff  members on the other hand do not observe this day as 

they are not governed by provincial laws when it comes to statutory holidays. 

It is therefore only natural for the Museum to open its doors on Family Day 

to provide families with a venue where they can spend some time together.

To make Family Day a bit diff erent from any other day 

that the Museum is open, in 2014 staff  began to off er some 

special activities, such as scavenger hunt puzzles and dress up 

your family and have your picture taken opportunities. As the 

Museum is traditionally closed on Mondays over the winter 

months, it always takes a bit of time to get the word out but 

with the increased use of technology and social media, the 

visitor count steadily went up over the years. Providing public 

programs however, also leads to expectations and one of them 

is that activities are not identical year aft er year. 

In early 2016, Public Relations and Education, in tandem 

with the Assistant Curator, contemplated how to change up the 

traditional Family Day photo opportunity. A number of ideas 

were tossed around and one of them included the Harvard 

or the Yale as the background which soon let to their service 

within the BCATP. Once that acronym had been spoken, the 

basic frame work for a program fell into place almost by itself. 

Th e diff erent training schools would become diff erent stations 

within the Museum where Families could learn more about the 

various aircrew positions and the training those men had to 

undertake before being qualifi ed.

While the Education Department created activities to go with 

each station/school, Curatorial researched and provided some 

suitable artefacts. Th e Public Relations Department designed a 

little logbook in which participants could record their training via 

a stamp that was made in the image of the respective aircrew 

badge a graduate would have received.

With the help of numerous volunteers, the Museum was 

able to staff  two Manning Depots, were visitors received their 

initial instructions. Unlike the recruits of the actual BCATP 

in the early 1940’s, the visitors could choose their training and 

visit as many or few of the schools as they liked or had time for.

Recruits interested in fl ying, fi rst headed to Elementary 

Flying School in Prince Albert, located on the Mezzanine 

Level between Camp Mirage and the Auster. Here they had 

to create their own yellow trainer by folding a paper airplane. 

Once ready, the objective was to fl y the plane through a series 

of hoops that were each not just farther away but also getting 

smaller in diameter.  
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Next recruits could travel to the Bombing and Gunnery 

Training School located just outside of Picton, which was set 

up on the other side of the Auster near the railing. Bomb aiming 

skills were practiced by dropping mock bombs (paint roller foam 

covers) with a release gripper onto a target fi eld set up below. 

On the lower level our visitors had a variety of options. 

Near the SAR exhibit, at the Wireless School in Winnipeg, they 

could hone their skills in Morse code learning how to spell their 

name, fi rst on paper and then by using a real Morse key. For 

those who decided that being a wireless operator was not for 

them, they could have our volunteer sound out their names.

At the Air Navigation Training School in Charlottetown, 

recruits got a brief introduction into the art of navigation, 

fi nding out more about the use of dead reckoning computers 

and sextants. Aft er they were sent on a tour of the Museum 

with the task to discover as many stars as possible and record 

the numbers located near them. Back at the school, they would 

fi nd out whether or not they were ready to become navigators.

Th e last training session occurred at the Flight Engineers’ 

School in Aylmer. Th e objective at this school was to get the lights 

to work again aft er a cable connecting a light bulb and power 

source had been destroyed. Our recruits were given a variety of 

items to test but not all of them had conductor qualities …

Once all stations had been visited (or whenever our visitors 

decided that it was time to leave), the fi nal destination was “Y” 

Depot in Halifax. Here, recruits came for their graduation as 

they were handed their own wings (in the form of a colourful 

sticker) and could have their picture taken before heading over 

to Europe for action. 

With over 400 visitors, in part thanks to radio advertising 

the Public Relations Department was able to secure, Family 

Day was a very successful day, but it did not end there. Th e 

Education Department carried the theme forward and during 

March Break families could enjoy some of the same activities 

or try out new ones. 

At the Air Navigation School, training got a little more 

diffi  cult. Recruits not only had to locate objects in the Museum 

but they also needed to determine and record their location based 

on a map. At the Initial Training School, recruits were required 

to identify aircraft  based on their silhouettes. 

And who knows, there may be yet more to come in the future.

Over 400 “BCATP Recruits” signed up at the Manning Sta-
tion (far left) to train and learn the skills required to become 
aircrew. Flight theory (left) and Morse Code instruction 
(above) were popular with students of all ages.
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Recruits selected for the Wireless Air Gunner 
stream went to one of four Wireless Schools 
where they spent the next 28 weeks. Much 
of their training in the theory and application of 
wireless communications included signalling 
with lights and fl ags but also the mastery of 
Morse code.  After late 1943, when phased 
out for pilot training, the North American Yale 
was used as a trainer for Wireless Operators. 

After a 4 week program at an Initial Training 
School where students were introduced to 
offi cer duties and taught about the theory 
of fl ight, meteorology and navigation, they 
fi nally moved on to actual fl ight training.  
At an EFTS the recruits received 50 hours 
of basic fl ying instruction on simple trainers 
such as the Tiger Moth, the Fleet Finch or 
the Cornell. 

Here recruits began their military careers as 
they learned the basics from shaving and 
shoe polishing to marching and saluting. 
Physical education was a core component 
as was remedial education for teenaged 
recruits to raise their academic levels to 
RCAF standards.

Students needed to have their Logbooks validated to prove they had successfully 
completed training.
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After four to six weeks at the Initial Training 
School where recruits were introduced to 
basic concepts and equipment, they moved 
on to more specialized training. Before 
making it all the way to Navigation School, 
where training focussed on astronavigation, 
recruits had to pass through Air Observer 
and Gunnery and Bombing school. The 
aircraft of choice for this specialized training 
was the Avro Anson.After about one month at a Manning Depot, 

a selection committee decided the path the 
recruit would be sent on.  Aircrew selected 
as Wireless Air Gunner candidates went 
straight to a Wireless School. All others 
went to Initial Training Schools (ITS).

Training at a Bombing and Gunnery School 
was the fi rst specialize training for Bomb 
Aimers and Gunners who arrived after their 
four week time at an Initial Training School. 
Over the next 8, later 12, weeks they learned 
when and how to release bombs. Wireless 
Operators and Air Observers also took the 
courses here.

The Flight Engineer was essentially an 
engine technician. He also had some fl ying 
training and was expected to take over 
the controls should the pilot be killed or 
rendered incapable of fl ying. Initially most 
fl ight engineers were trained in England, but 
in July 1944 No 1 Aylmer became Canada’s 
fi rst and only training school.

CANADA 1939 - 1945
Over 200 BCATP stations and facilities 
could be found coast to coast.

NAFMC

8 Wing/CFB Trenton
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Th e Canadian Armed Forces (CAF) Museums Volunteer Award 

was established in 2016 by Director General Canadian Forces 

Morale and Welfare Services, Commodore Mark B. Watson, to 

recognize the work of serving volunteers who devote time and 

eff ort to preserve, protect, display and interpret a segment of 

Canadian Military History and Cultural Heritage. Th e National 

Air Force Museum of Canada (NAFMC) is thrilled to announce 

that the fi rst recipient of this award is our own Don Reid. 

On July 5th, Don was recognized in a private ceremony for 

his exceptional volunteer services to both the NAFMC and to 

the commemoration of Canada’s air force personnel for over 

20 years. His continued and ceaseless dedication has been 

instrumental in the Ad Astra Stone program’s ongoing success 

in exceeding all expectations.

One of the founders of the Museum’s “Ad Astra Stone 

Program”, created 1996, Don remains actively engaged in the 

management and logistics of allocating and maintaining the over

11,000 stones that line the pathways of the RCAF Memorial 

Airpark. Th e Ad Astra Program, designed to commemorate 

individuals serving and supporting Canada’s Air Force—past 

and present—has resulted in donations to the Museum of over 

one million dollars. 

Don has also been a strong leader on the Ad Astra Stone 

Ceremony Committee. Held annually on the last Saturday of 

September, the ceremony is a way of publicly commemorating

and thanking all those who have supported the Ad Astra Program 

and the Museum.

Chris Colton, NAFMC Executive Director, remarked, “Our 

volunteers, are an extremely essential element of our success. 

Th us I was delighted and proud to have received word recently 

that our nominee, Don Reid, was awarded the 2016 Canadian

Armed Forces Museums Volunteer Appreciation Award. Since 

its inception in 1996, his tireless eff orts as the AD ASTRA team 

lead in placing over 11,000 stones in their respective locations 

throughout the Memorial Air Park, has been an inspiration to 

all. I wish to acknowledge his many years of volunteering here 

and congratulate him on the well-deserved honor.”

Presenting Don Reid with the fi rst Canadian Armed Forces Museum Volunteer Recognition Award is Director 
General Canadian Forces Morale and Welfare Services, Commodore Mark B. Watson, assisted by 8 Wing 
Base Commander, Col Colin Keiver (far left) and CWO Darcy Elder (far right).

VOLUNTEERS

National Award Recognizes NAFMC Volunteer Don Reid
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We’ve been busy at the Foundation! 
We hosted our fi rst ever Robbie Burns Night – creating a new 

buzz for the Museum. Approximately 75% of the attendees 

were new to the Museum and this was a great way to introduce 

them to our organization. Guests were treated to a three-course 

dinner, four scotch tastings and Scottish entertainment. Check 

back for specific dates, times and ticket prices for Robbie 

Burns 2017.

In May we held our fi rst Soaring Art Exhibition. Artists 

were featured in the Museum from May 19 – 23. An opening 

reception took place May 19th, with the prize presentations, as 

well as refreshments, entertainment, and a silent auction. 

Our 13th Annual Golf Tournament at the Roundel Glen 

Golf Course on Friday June 17th, was a wonderful success! 

Spectacular weather, great golfi ng with old and new friends, 

a delicious steak dinner and some outstanding prizes! For the 

second year in a row the Tim Sexsmith foursome took home 

the coveted Foundation Golf Trophy. Next year’s tournament is 

already being planned and is sure to be another fantastic day. 

July featured the Foundations’ 2nd annual Wings and Wheels 

Car Show in collaboration with the Quinte Humane Society. Over

1000 people visited the Museum to check out the 230 vintage 

vehicles in the Airpark and enjoy a day of fun,  aircraft ,  and 

sunshine. Based on the successes of the past shows, next year’s 

event will be even bigger, and feature more vendors, activities,  

and food services.

This October.... 
something really fabulous is happening!!
Th e NAFMC Foundation’s biggest fundraiser, 

and something we all look forward to, this 

year’s gala on October 21st will be an evening to remember! 

Renowned Canadian artist Cyril Leeper will be presenting the 

NAFMC with his original portrait of retired CSA astronaut, 

Col Chris Hadfi eld.  To add to the excitement... Col Hadfi eld 

will be in attendance that night!!  Mark your calendar and get 

your tickets early to reserve your spot! 

Facebook NAFMC Foundation

Twitter @NAFMCFoundation

Instagram @nafmcfoundation

Our new membership program is now up and running. For 

a small monthly fee you can enjoy greatly expanded membership 

benefi ts, while helping our Museum grow and improve. Existing 

Lifetime Members can keep their original privileges if they 

wish, or join the new plan at a discounted rate.

We have expanded our social media presence to include 

Twitter, Facebook and Instagram. Th is allows us to communicate 

with our audience more eff ectively and gives us two-way 

communication with our guests. Follow us at the below 

information to get up to date information on the Foundation, 

event details or to donate online.

We encourage everyone to not only come to the Museum 

and visit but to support the Foundation as well. Even a small 

donation to the Foundation helps support the ongoing projects 

of the Museum to enhance the experience of our guests and to 

preserve the legacy of our veterans. 

We also welcome planned giving donations. Th ese can come 

in the form of bequests by will, life insurance or gift s of stocks, 

bonds or other assets. For more information or to seek assistance 

in making a donation contact the Foundation at:

NAFMCFoundation@gmail.com 
or by phone at 613-965-7314. 
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A Fortunate Happenstance….
Kevin Windsor
A few times a month, I get the privilege of meeting families 

who would like to know if the National Air Force Museum 

of Canada is a good place to bring their artefacts. Usually we 

discuss the family member, the artefacts, and I try to re-assure 

the family that our job here is to protect the artefacts for future 

generations. I had two such meetings in April, but they were 

connected in such a way as to leave me forever grateful.

Th e Bell-Irving family arrived at the Museum aft er a 

ceremony on the base. Being the family of a former Wing 

Commander, Group Captain Duncan Bell-Irving, they were 

interested to see the Museum, and I was interested in meeting 

the daughter of a wartime Wing Commander.

Th e family brought Bell-Irving’s medal set in a nice frame 

and asked me if I could identify each of the medals for them. 

I agreed to provide a small write up for the medals and would 

have it for them the next morning.

Th e next morning I had a meeting with the widow and 

sons of an evader. Th ey had a number of artefacts from his 

war and evasion experiences and we talked for over an hour 

about the war, life in the area, her experiences etc. Her story 

was fascinating! Marjorie Drechsler joined the Women’s Army 

Auxiliary Corps because she wanted to go overseas and fi nd her 

boyfriend who had been shot down. As it turned out, Walter 

had escaped capture and been found, and was repatriated to 

the local area to train in one of the BCATP schools. She told 

me how she ended up leaving the WACCs on a compassionate

discharge, because her husband-to-be had asked the Wing 

Commander if there was anyway he could get her discharged 

so they could get married. My mind immediately fl ashed to my 

next appointment. Could I be so fortunate? Could she have been 

helped by the grandfather of the very next person coming to 

meet with me? My fi rst appointment was leaving and I realized

that my second one was here already. I ran through the parking

lot and stopped them as they were about to turn on to RCAF Rd.

and asked them to come back in. It brought a small tear to my 

eye to see aft er more than 70 years, the woman who was able 

to get married be able to thank the granddaughter of the man 

who arranged it. It was a wonderful way to spend the day at the 

Museum, and reminded me that I have one of the coolest jobs 

in the world!

Marjorie and Walter Drechsler (above) were reunited and able to marry 
thanks to the intervention of (at the time) Trenton Wing Commander,
Group Captain Duncan Bell-Irving.  Seventy-some years later, Marjorie 
was able to thank his grand-daughter Patricia during a coincidental, 
concurrent visit to the NAFMC. Top right photo:Top right photo: False passport issued 
to Flight Sergeant Drechsler by the French Resistance. Bottom right Bottom right 
photo: photo: Medal set belonging to Flight Sergeant Walter Drechsler.

STORIES 



page  19www.airforcemuseum.ca

NATIONAL AIR FORCE MUSEUM OF CANADA DIRECTORY
Mailing Address: Physical Address: 
PO Box 1000, Stn Forces 220 RCAF Road (Bldg 132)

Astra, ON

K0K 3W0

 Information: 613 965-RCAF (7223) or  866 701-RCAF (7223) Toll Free

 Fax: 613 965-7352

 Web Site: www. airforcemuseum.ca

HOURS OF OPERATION
1 May – 30 September 1 October to 30 April

Mon to Sun 1000-1700 Wed to Sun 1000 – 1700  (Closed Mon and Tues)

STAFF
Position Name Phone # * Email
Executive Director Chris Colton 613 965-2208 director@airforcemuseum.ca

Curator Kevin Windsor 613 965-3521 curator@airforcemuseum.ca

Assistant Curator Laura Imrie 613 965-2511 assistantcurator@airforcemuseum.ca 

Gift  Shop Manager Arlene White  613 965-7012 gift shop@airforcemuseum.ca

Administrative Clerk Cecilia Bate 613 965-3588 adminclerk@airforcemuseum.ca

Public Relations Barb Neri 613 965-4643 publicrelations@airforcemuseum.ca

Webmaster Barb Neri 613 965-4643 webmaster@airforcemuseum.ca

Education Programmer Gina Heinbockel-Bolik 613 965-3874 education@airforcemuseum.ca

Restoration Technician Mike Joly 613 965-2864 restoration@airforcemuseum.ca

Foundation Offi  ce Brigitte Frances 613 965-7314 NAFMCFoundation@gmail.com

 (Development Administrative Assistant)

Research Dept.  Laura Imrie 613 965-2511 research@airforcemuseum.ca

AD ASTRA Offi  ce (Voice mail) 613 965-4645 adastra@airforcemuseum.ca



www.airforcemuseum.ca
call toll free to place an order

1-866-701-7223
10% discount to Foundation members


